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Stop Light Rail 
 Our Environment 

 
The adverse effects of a light rail rapid transit system for the Gold 
Coast will be significant. A light rail transit system will have 
detrimental effects not only on the local people but also on the local 
flora and fauna. From our research it is apparent that the following 
effects are all real as most have been experienced at some time in 
the past in areas where light rail transit systems have been 
introduced. 
 
1. Effects on the local people 
 

• Visual pollution caused by  tracks and overhead wires 
• Removal of trees and the visual impact of their removal 
• Dangers to pedestrians and cyclists 
• Restricted access to the highway with the removal of slip 

roads 
• Waiting times at crossings 
• Access problems for emergency vehicles particularly fire trucks 

with ladders (overhead wires) and other emergency vehicles  
• Traffic congestion both during and after construction 
• Threats to parklands and other green spaces which will 

potentially be taken for carparking  
• Road closures for lengthy periods and restriction on access to 

residences and businesses during construction 
• Stations which  attract criminal behaviour 
• Greenhouse gas emissions created by the production of 

electric power for trains. These emissions will continue for 
possibly 30 years. 

• Impact on water quality during construction 
• Silting of waterways which are used for fishing and boating 
• Noise and vibration both during construction with concrete 

breaking and piling and post construction from trains. This will 
also have an effect on building foundations and the stability of  
buildings 

• Air pollution during construction 
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• Loss of walkways and cycleways 
• Parking in side streets adjacent to stations 
• Land to be compulsorily acquired for tracks, stations, bridges 

and electricity supply stations 
• Siting of electricity supply stations adjacent to residences 

and/or businesses 
• If light rail, as opposed to bus transport, is the preferred 

option the costs will be substantially greater (experts say at 
least 3 times). This difference in costs will have to be borne by 
Gold Coast ratepayers 

• Psychological effects caused by all of the issues referred to 
above. 

• If light rail proceeds the anticipated blowout in costs could 
very well prevent the completion of stage 2 from Broadbeach 
to Coolangatta. What then? 

 
2. Effects on the local flora and fauna 
 

• Loss of green space including thousands of trees along the 
proposed route which currently provide a habitat for numerous 
species of flora and fauna 

• Loss of wet areas which will impact on finfish and shellfish 
• Mangroves will be destroyed in areas where the light rail route 

passes alongside or over waterways 
• Loss of  not only rare and endangered species  but also the 

more common ones  
• Bank erosion along waterways leading to sedimentation and a 

possible increase in flood levels 
• Discharge of acid water into waterways during construction 
• Destruction of the park and beach at Jarriparilla Cove by the 

intrusion of a station and the two crossings. 
 
Are these effects acceptable when other more cost effective and 
less destructive means of transport are available? We strongly 
believe they are not and urge all Gold Coast residents to voice their 
concerns regarding light rail to both Translink and to the Gold Coast 
City Council before it is too late to stop this ill-considered light rail 
project 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


